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rebuff and would be considered as an attempt to impose UNEF as, an
"army of occupation". Such a reaction, combined with the fact thai
UNEF positions on the line had already been effectively taken over by
United Arab Republic troops in pursuit of their full right to move up
to the line in their own territory, and a deep anxiety for the security
of UNEF personnel should an effort be made to keep UNEF in posi-
tion after its withdrawal had been requested, were powerful arguments ir
favour of complying with the United Arab Republic request, even sup-
posing there had not been other overriding reasons for accepting it.
36.    It hits been said that the decision to   withdraw   UNEF precip>-
tated other consequences such as the reinstitution of the blockade against
Israel in the Strait of Tiran. As can be seen from the chronology, the
UNEF position at Sharm  el  Sheikh on the Strait of Tiran (manned
by thirty-two men in  all) were in fact  rendered ineffective by United
Arab Republic troops before the request for withdrawal was received
It is also pertinent to note that in response to a query from the Secre-
tary-General as to why the United Arab Republic had announced ifc
reinstitution of the blockade in the Strait of Tiran while the Secretary-
General was actually en route to Cairo on 22 May, President Nasser
explained that his Government's decision to resume the blockade had
been  taken some  time  before U Thant's departure  and  it was  con-
sidered preferable to make the announcement before rather than after
the Secretary-Generars visit to Cairo.
THE QUESTION   OF CONSULTATIONS
37.    ft has been said also that there was not adequate consultation
with the organs of the United Nations concerned or with the Members
before the decision was taken to withdraw the Force, The Secretary-
General was, and is* firmly of the opinion that the decision for with-
drawal of the Force, OB the request of the host Government, rested
with the Secretary-General after consultation with the Advisory Com-
mittee on UNEF which is the organ established by the General Assen*-
bty for consultation  regarding such matters. This was made clear by
Secretary-General  Hammarskjold, who  took  the following position cm
26 February 1957 in reply to a question about the withdrawal of Hw
Force from Sharm el Sheikh: